
ELECTION BALLOT & CANDIDATE INFO

2016 STEVENS POINT AREA CO-OP Voting Eligibility 
and Requirements 
Each active Stevens Point Area 

Co-op membership is entitled to 

one (1) vote in our annual Board 

of Directors election. Each May, 

four seats on the Stevens Point 

Area Co-op Board of Directors are 

up for election by the members. 

Elected Board members serve 

two-year terms.

General Information
Voting opens on May 14th and 

closes on May 31st. Candidates 

will have the opportunity to speak 

at the General Membership 

Meeting on May 14th at Central 

Rivers Farmshed at 5:30 pm.

Only one ballot submission per 

membership is allowed. voting is 

available at the Co-op, the 

General Membership Meeting, 

and online at www.spacoop.com

Meet the Candidates



Layne Cozzolino
My name is Layne Cozzolino and I am 
interested in serving on the Board of 
Directors. My membership at the Co-op 
began in 2009 when I started graduate 
school at UWSP. I moved here from 
Milwaukee to embark on a new career 
focused on local food systems. Luckily, 
Stevens Point turned out to be the perfect 
community for such an endeavor. Upon 
moving here, my eager enthusiasm landed 
me jobs at Whitefeather Organics and Cafe 
Espresso (now Emy J’s Cafe). I wanted to 
understand some of the successes and 
challenges facing this kind of work and 
thankfully, they hired me. For the past four 
and a half years, I have been the Director of 
Central Rivers Farmshed, a nonprofit 
focused on creating connections between 
small farmers and the people they feed. I 
wish to bring my passion to the Co-op 
Board of Directors and continue to build 
bridges within the local food community.

Thurl Gollmer
Hi. My name is Thurl Gollmer. I grew up in 
northern Illinois and graduated from the 
University of Wisconsin-Platteville. I taught 
elementary school and was a Network 
Administrator before retiring in 2014. I am 
married and have three grown children. I 
belong to Adventure 212 and like to work in 
my yard, garden, ride my bicycle, and travel. 
I moved to Stevens Point in 2001 and shortly 
after, became a member of the Co-op 
because of its philosophy of selling local 
products and organic food, and supporting 
small businesses. I have been filling in on the 
Board for the last several months due to a 
vacancy. Being retired, I have the time to 
attend the meetings and be on committees. I 
have enjoyed learning about the store 

organization and operations. I hope with 
your vote to be able to continue.

Lydia Kasper
My name is Lydia Kasper and I would be 
honored to serve on the board of the Co-op 
to be an advocate for you and the 
community.  I work at the Main Grain Bakery 
and I am studying herbalism at the 
Wildwood Institute in Madison. I enjoy 
photographing wildlife, reading about 
self-sufficiency and farm life, and spending 
time with my family. I am committed to 
supporting our local community through 
education and events that create 
opportunities for local food to be accessible 
and affordable to everyone. I appreciate the 
challenges of being a health-conscious 
buyer. I will be an advocate for helping 
individuals understand toxins, unnecessary 
ingredients, and which companies support 
animal welfare. I will honor all of the 
customers of the Co-op and be a steward 
on their behalf to make sure the distribution 
of their money stays in the community as 
much as possible. I appreciate your vote 
and I am excited to serve you and the 
community with a fresh perspective and an 
open heart.

Paul Kurth
I've been a Stevens Point Area Co-op 
member for the past three years, but a 
patron for the past 20. I'm passionate about 
promoting the cooperative business model 
and see a tremendous opportunity for 
future development and innovation. I 
understand the marketing and 
communication challenges that co-ops face, 
and the changing competitive landscape 
for natural and organic food. By day, I work 
as the Vice President Marketing for a local 

financial co-op. By night, I'm a married 
father of three children: Abraham, 
Pendleton, and Francesca (expecting our 
fourth, a daughter, in mid-July). I volunteer 
as a board member/director for Farmshed, 
and participate in Slow Food Marathon 
County. I've lived and worked in Central 
Wisconsin my whole life. I am a UWSP 
graduate and former U.S. Senate campaign 
intern. I'm excited for the opportunity to 
help guide our member-owned 
cooperative to greener pastures.

Katja Marquart
Hi, I’m Katja Marquart and in 2005 I moved 
to Stevens Point after spending a decade 
living, studying, and working in Madison. I 
hold an M.F.A. in Design Studies from 
UW–Madison, and currently work at UWSP 
in the Division of Interior Architecture where 
I have served as the Associate Dean and 
Division Head for the past four years. I’m 
also a local small farmer and operate 
Stonehouse Farm in Rudolph with my 
husband, Karl Schwingel. Together we raise 
pigs, chickens, and lamb. We also produce 
artisan pesto and other value-added foods, 
which are sold around the state. The 
opportunity to serve on the SPA Co-op BOD 
is very exciting. It provides a different way to 
be involved in the local food community 
while also supporting this beloved grocery 
store. I look forward to finding creative ways 
to help the Co-op continue to grow and 
thrive.

Ismaila 'Ish' Odogba
Ismaila ‘Ish’ Odogba is an Associate 
Professor in the Department of 
Geography/Geology at UWSP. He earned 
his B.S. in Urban and Regional Planning 
from Ahmadu Bello University, Nigeria; his 

M.S. in City and Regional Planning from 
Clemson University, South Carolina, and; his 
Ph.D. in Urban and Public Affairs from the 
University of Louisville, Kentucky. His 
research interests include community 
development practices, institutional 
reorganization, and land use planning. An 
avid gardener and healthy eating advocate, 
Ish uses earth friendly practices in the 
cultivation of his plants, and his mantra is 
“You are what you eat.” In this regard, his 
guiding principle is eat to live rather than 
live to eat. He hopes to contribute to the 
efforts of SPAC in making organic products 
available at competitive prices without 
compromising human efforts to live in 
harmony with the natural environment.

Lisa Yolitz
Having been a member of the Stevens Point 
Co-op for over 25 years, I have seen many 
changes. Going from buying in bulk to 
individual items is of the most significant. 
Understanding that is the manner in which 
product is marketed at the present time, it is 
still important to provide the option to 
purchase bulk items. Organic produce is 
vital to the success of the Co-op, offering a 
convenient healthy outlet that folks 
appreciate in a small community. Currently I 
work for UWSP Aquaculture and 
Aquaponics facilities and I am proud of the 
opportunity for meaningful employment for 
students at SPAC. Items such as 
supplements, soaps, deodorants, 
informational materials, and holiday 
features make the Co-op a complete 
shopping experience. I, as a member of the 
Board, will stay informed on all aspects of 
the business and the employees in order to 
sustain continual growth of a real asset to 
Stevens Point.


